


























The sign above the door of 
Mikael Zilcan’s workshop circa 

1950. Translation: Cymbal 
workshop of Mikael Zilcan, 

successor to Kerope Zildjian.

ZILDJIAN NAME CLARIFICATIONS
    For anyone researching cymbal history, it helps to recognize that different sources may use different names for the same 
person. Sometimes this is a translation issue. The English version of the name Haroutian sometimes appears as Hodja 
Artin which is the Armenian version of that same name, but spelled with English letters.
     There are other reasons for name changes, most of which are seen in the various names assigned to a grandson of Ker-
ope II who played a central role in the family business. (Kerope, you will remember, was entrusted with the secret process 
by his brother Avedis II whose son Aram was at the time too young. Kerope’s daughter Akabi Zildjian married a man 
named Gabriel Dulgarian (Also sometimes spelled Dulgaryian. They named their son Mikhal.

The names of Mikhal Dulgaryian (1906-1979)
son of Akabi Zildjian (and Gabriel Dulgaryian), nephew of Victoria Zildjian

Michel Durgerian 
	 (From a 1926 Gretsch ad) Michel is a common French translation of Michael, Durgerian is probably a simple 
misspelling of Dulgaryian.   

Mikhail Dulgaryian
             This spelling was used by Robert Zildjian when he explained the Zildjian geneology in a magazine interview. 
Mikhail is another translation- the English translation for this name is often Michael.

Mikhal Dulgaryian-Zildjian
Mikhal adopted the family name of his wife for obvious reasons. He was a member of the family (by marriage) and was 

deeply involved in the family business. It is not unusual to see both surnames when this man is referenced.

Mike Ziljian   
	 Mike Ziljian is used by Armenian historian Pars Tuglaci in his Zildjian narrative. Mike is obviously a casual 
translation of the first name. It is unknown whether Ziljian is a misspelling of Zildjian. (Tuglaci misspells many names.) 
On a Masonic Lodge membership card belonging to Avedis III, the surname spelling is Zildjian. There is, however, a hand 
written memo that says, “See Ziljian”. Another note on the card explains, “Sec. note. 1929: said Lawyer advises him to 
use this spelling as it is original way of spelling name.” 

Mikail Zilçan, Mikhail Zilçan, 
Mikail Zilcan Mikael Zilcan

         Until 1934, many Turkish citizens did not have official surnames. In 1934 
the Turkish government passed legislation requiring every citizen to acquire a 
birth certificate and declare a surname. In the fervor of new nationalism follow-
ing the end of the Ottoman empire, the law forbade surnames that had non-
Turkish association: “-ian” for Armenian, “-poulos” for Greek, “-off” or “-vich” 
for Slavs and Jews. 
       Mikail chose to spell his last name Zilçan. The letter ç (c with a cedilla, 
or tail) is used in French and Portuguese and is pronounced as an s, while c is 
pronounced as a k. Since the cedilla is not a thing in the English language, the 
name becomes Zilcan.



The path of the “Zildjian Secret Formula”
     Avedis Zildjian I is credited with developing the formula in 1623. He report-
edly passed the process on to his son Ahkamand. Virtually every version of 
the Zildjian geneology leaves a gap from the mid 1600s to the late 1800s 
when descendant Haroutian I passed the process on to Avedis II.  Avedis II 
had a son, Aram, but because he was not of age, Avedis II passed the formula 
to his brother Kerope, who passed the formula to his daughter Victoria. Victo-
ria passed part of the formula on to her employee Mikhal Dulgaryian who mar-
ried into the family by marrying Kerope’s daughter Akabi. Mikhal Dulgaryian 
changed his name to Mikael Zilcan and for a time moved to Bucharest where 
he helped Aram start a factory. Mikael returned to Istanbul where, he later tes-
tified in court, he then learned “the rest of the complete process” from Victoria 
before she died.  Aram left Bucharest to share what he knew of the process 
with Avedis III in the USA, while Mikael continued to operate the K (Kerope) 
Zildjian operation in Istanbul until 1977. When he closed his operation,all of 
the tools and machinery were disposed of.  He passed away in 1979. In 1981 
two former employees were able to acquire some of the old tools and machin-
ery, acquired some new equipment, and started a new company. This set a 
precedent of employees, rather than family members, following in the Zildjian 
footsteps.

Mikael Zildjian and his crew at his 
Samatya (Istanbul) workshop

c. 1965







The image on this year’s show shirt is from Fritz 
Steger’s recent history of German drums. This is a 
Trowa kit from the 1950s. The Sonor company was 

nationalized by the GDR after WWII, became Trowa.











2-3	 Domene Cymbals, LTD   Francisco Domene  Rua Argentina Viana 778, Avare, Sao Paolo, Brasil  
                                      +55 14 99605 1007        financeiro@domenecymbals.com
4-5	 Randy Rainwater & Bun E Carlos  2910 S. Main, Rockford, IL  61102  815-871-8662  rain2910@gmail.com
6	 Texas Vintage Drums   John Dorn   Austin, Texas   512-970-6255
7	 Joey Boom Drums  Joe Mekler  joeyboom@comcast.net www.joeyboom.com
8	 Nicholas White   
9	 John Grandt Vintage Drums   grandtj@gmail.com
10	 Brian Duvall	 iamdrumdrumdrum@gmail.com
11	 Ken Anderson    608 698 3786  kADrum@charter.net
12	 Phil Wilson   pdwils@hotmail.com
13	 Past Time Drums	 Bill Byan  708-287-1394   billdrums@hotmail.com 
14	 David Poradzisz Vintage Acrolites  10841 S. Lawndale Ave, Chicago, IL 60655  773-908-9876  
		  dporadzisz@wowway.com
15	 Dawn Drums   Dawn Wrobel, 24631 S 80th Ave, Frankfurt, IL  60423  708-904-0506  artcraft@dawnwrobel.com
16-17	 Baltimore Drum Company   Keith Larsen  410-870-2649 www.baltimoredrum.com 
18-19	 Lee Ruff
20-21	 Chuck Scalia 937 Sauk Ridge Trail  Madison, WI  53717  608-575-1909    cscale33@aol.com
22	 Joe Luoma P.O. Box 21212 Eagan, MN 55121 cell 651-442-5859 zantano@comcast.net
23	 Curotto, Campbell, and Cooper Lounge
24	 Rick Gier	 richardegier@hotmail.com 
25	 Square Lake Percussion, 13363 Partridge Rd  Stillwater MN  55082 651-226-5046  squarelakeproductions@gmail.com
27	 Austrian Drum Head Company Muhldorf 76  Feldbach  Austria  8330  +43 69910073071  
					     info@austriandrumheadcompany.at	   
28-29	 Klash Drums LLC 	 211 Lowry Ave N.E.  Minneapolis, MN 55418  	 612-208-5716  	 klashdrums@live.com
30-31	 Drugan’s Drums & Guitars  Brian Drugan  1577 S Cora  DesPlaines, IL 60018 847-636-4490 drugansdrums@gmail.com
32-33       Royal Cymbals, 195 Washington St, Hanover, MA 02339  774-608-9175  paul@cymbalcraftsman.com
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34-35	 Matt Barba   Boca Raton, FL  	 info@mattsvintagedrums.com  	 847 452 5602
34-35	 Tony Sellers  classicamericandrums.com  608-692-6100
34-35	 Derek Crawford
36-37	 Humes & Berg Mfg    4801 Railroad Ave  East Chicago IN  46312  219 397 1980   products@humes-berg.com
38-39       Trick Percussion  17 E. University Dr., Arlington Heights, IL 60004  mike@trickdrums.com 800-448-7425 
			   www.trickdrums.com  
40-41-45-46  Ludwig Drum Co,  2806 Mason St, Monroe, NC 28110 
42	 Freddy Charles Music    Boynton Beach, FL  fc@freddycharles.com	  
43	 Skins n Tins Drum Shop, 29 E Main St, Champaign,  IL   61820   217 352 3786   skinsntins@aol.com
44	 John Christensen P.O. Box 372, 307 Virgil St, Maple Park, IL  60151   630-404-9063  info@johncdesigns.com    
47	 X-Ludwig Guys with Stuff  Jim Catalano     vibenation@aol.com
48	 Jim Johnson  1117 Belmont Rd  Grand Forks, ND 58201  701-739-1934  drumn_jim@yahoo.com	
49	 Larry Matthews  936 Paseo Morella, West Palm Beach, FL  33405  561-685-6890  lmattmusic@yahoo.com
50,51,     Chicago Drum Prospect Heights, IL 60070   800-296-2190    info@chicagodrum.com    www.chicagodrum.com
52	 Bang Percussion   Ron Karpman   847-767-8781
54	 JC’s Drum Center of Detroit 410 South Street Rochester MI 48307 248-601-3786  jcmusicinfo123@gmail.com
55	 Jerry Bazil   54070 Romeo Plank Rd, Macomb, MI  48042  415-235-1697   snakesdrums@comcast.net
56	 Bovid Percussion    Ryan Mckay     info@bovidpercussion.com
53,57	 Rogers Drums USA Group  	        Jeff Burke   circleoflife124@yahoo.com
58	 AT Drums  Alan Topolski  and Bob Sharp   4217 Linden Ave Cincinnati, OH 45236  513-378-6446 vyacheslav@circi.rr.com
59	 Seifried Cymbals   
60	 Chicago’s #1 Drum Lessons  Mike Semerau drumn4u2@comcast.net   630-410-8600 www.chicagodrumlessons.com
61	 Power Tray  305 Greenfield Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  15207  412-657-7022  bkdrum68@gmail.com
62	 Indy Pro Drum   Dan Guajardo  indyprodrums@gmail.com
64 	 Stuff For Drummers   Philip Chika  19754 E Bethany Drive Aurora, CO  80013  720 252 5259 
				     sales@stufffordrummers.com
65-66  	 5 Core Inc.  1221 Sandusky Ave  Bellefontaine, Ohio  43311  714-829-7514  sjoy7486@gmail.com	
67	 Stick Stuff Grips  P.O. Box 431,, Brookfield, IL 60513   708-207-3490  www.stickstuffgrip.com
67          XCEL Drumsticks  N6367 County Road E, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 (262) 893-9840  	  torry@xceldrumsticks.com
68-69     Independant Drum Lab  Josh Allen  josh@indedrum.com
70	 Mike’s Drum Shop   108 E St Charles Rd, Villa Park, IL  60181  630-607-0072  mikesdrumshop@att.net
71           Bop Drums     Jon Johnson  JonJ@sasglobalcorp.com   
72-73	 Mapex Drums  12020 Volunteer Blvd, Mt Juliet TN 37122  888-627-3987
74-75	 Sonor Drums 12020 Volunteer Blvd, Mt Juliet TN 37122  888-627-3987  sonor.usa@khsmusic.com
76	 Jim Krutz    2625 Bluff Rd  Seward, NE 68434  402-450-0282  jimkrutz@gmail.com
77            Drum Outfitters   512 Seward St, Seward, NE  68434  402-641-3113  phil@drumoutfitters.com 
78-79	 Olympic Drums & Percussion   2229 NE Brazee St, Portland, OR 97212 503-313-3669   
80	 Kelly Shu    P.O. Box 67231  Lincoln, NE  68516  402-421-1169  info@kellyshu.com
81	 Craviotto Drum Co.   PO Box 719   Freedom, CA 95019   831.763.0855  	 info@craviottodrums.com
82	 Steve Maxwell Vintage & Custom Drums 2000 Bloomingdale Rd. #110 Glendale Heights, IL 60139  630-778-8060      
           		  723 7th Ave,  New York, NY  10019  212 730 8138  www.maxwelldrums.com   drummermax@aol.com
83-84	 GM Designs Cymbals      Austin, TX   512-529-9216  gmdcymbals@gmail.com
85	 Frank Zumwalt  300 S 6th St, Watseka, IL 60970  815 383 1567
87	  MKE Drum Co. W 322 S1700 Moraine View Drive  Delafield WI 53018  414 852 1737  derek@mkedrumco.com
88	 DrumForum.org
89	 Wood And Weather Drum Co.    Joseph Barthelette  40 Norman St   Chicopee, MA  01013
90	 Standard Drum Co.   David Conarroe standarddrumco@gmail.com
91	 Hawthorne Drum Shop  3208 Perrysville Ave  Pittsburgh   PA  15214  726 944 5803  hawthornedrumshop@gmail.com
92,93,94   Palmetto Drum Company,  Frank Brown Rd, Travelers Rest, SC  29690     palmettomusic@gmail.com 
95,96	 S&T Percussion	Steve Roseman
97,98      Mitch Mitchell Fan Club	Kevin Simon  KJSimonCS@gmail.com
99,100	  Amodeo, Condrich, & Ward
101-102	RCD Vintage Drums   Rudy Gonzalez  312-823-0061  RCDvintagedrums@yahoo.com
103	 Tom Brogan   402-499-3052   thomasbrogan@msn.com  
104	 Jeff Lewis
105	 Freestyle Vintage Drums   5411 S 49th Avenue,  Omaha, NE  68117   402 598 2250  rangerirocz@gmail.com



106         JLockeshop Drum Merch 835 Freeman Rd Hoffman Estates, IL 60192  847-308-8450   jlockeservicesllc@gmail.com
111	 Drugans Drums & Guitars
112-113  Counterhoop   Zach Stewart   2146 Lansing St SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506  530-330-5531   zachstew@gmail.com
114	 Out Of The Drawer   175608 Tops Rd, Hatley, WI 54440  (920) 427-3435  www.outofthedrawerpercussion.com
115	 BaldMan Percussion	 baldmanpercussion.com
116	 Erie Drums/Witt Percussion  194 2nd St NW, Barberton, OH 44203  330 962 3732  eriedrums@gmail.com     
117	 Offbeat Drum Co   Jordan@offbeatdrumco.com   231-233-1793
118          Junk Rock Drums   24 S New St  West Chester PA  19382  
119          Kerf Drum Co.  4371 Galtier St  Shoreview Minnesota 55126 319 464 7226  rovanfurniture@gmail.com	
120	 Tackle Instruments   Scott McPherson   503-957-5058   scottmcfear@hotmail.com
121,122	    Artisan Customs  Mark Eldridge 13623 S 18th St  Bixby, OK  74008  918-810-2535  
			   meldridge@mblsound.com www.artisancustoms.com
123	 Matt Nolan 8 Bryers Croft Blackburn Lancashire, UK  BB1 9JE +44 7791406797  matt@mattnolancustom.com
124	 Santa Fe Drum Course, P.O. Box 262, Santa Fe, NM 87504  505-819-7178   jeff@santafedrumsource.com
125	 Jan Roll  353 S Reeves Ave, Dover, OH  44622  frontera75@yahoo.com   330-933-0820
126	 Recycled Rhythm Inc.  recycledrhythm@yahoo.com   815-791-5217
127	 Scot Rogala  10790 Highway 5 N, Mountain Home, AR 72653  760-223-1828   pawzdrummer@aol.com 
128-129	Percussion Services, Ltd   1717 E Oakwood Rd Oak Creek, WI  53154  414 841 6190  perserLTD@earthlink.net 
130	 Bronze Pie   Michael Burke Daugherty 3165 Rhodes Lane, North Garden, VA  22959  540-247-1871  bronzepie@gmail.com
130	 Asabag Cymbals  Natanel Asabag   nachieff@gmail.com  @asabagcymbals
131	 Paiste America    460 Atlas St, Brea, CA 92821  714-529-2222  info-paiste@paiste.com
132-133	Vic’s Drum Shop  John Maloney 5688 N. Northwest Hwy Chicago, IL 60646 312-770-1200  john@vicsdrumshop.com
134           Pearl Corporation   549 Metroplex Dr  Nashville, TN  37211  615-833-4477   
135-136    Bob Rickman  260-475-5278  bobcat572@yahoo.com
137	 Zildjian
138	 Guitar Center   www.guitarcenter.com   866-498-7882 
139	 Lane’s Drum Hang  Lane Bayliss  4104 Maryland Ave Shreveport LA 71106  sonorlane@comcast.net  318 458 5863
140	 Motion Pro Drum Thrones  3565 SW Firarona Lane N  Port Orchard, WA  98367  530-913-1816
141,142	Mongiello Cymbals  1426 Snider Ave 2F  Philadelphia, PA  19145  267-918-1351   mongiellocymbals@gmail.com       
143         Collingwood Cymbals   Bristol (UK)  +44 (0) 7896 681782
144	 Hayden Custom Cymbals  5014 S Linden Dr  Englewood, CO  80110   917-658-9891
145  	 Svelte Instruments 2953 N Ashland  Chicago, IL 60657   515-447-6272   jdpenningroth@gmail.com
146-147	 Reverie Drum Company   Reveriedrums.com   
148	  Shelledy Sounds   Merriam, Kansas  Ryan@Shelledysounds.com  
149-150   McCourts Music   3040 Sashabaw Rd-Waterford, MI  48329,  665 E. Elmwood, Troy, MI 48083   
				    Dan@McCourtsMusicGroup.Com
151-152	 JJrums   33 Straughns Mill Rd  Pedricktown, NJ  08067  609-315-5192  mjjuliano2000@yahoo.com  
153-154	 Creative Percussion  Kevin Feeney  Kavin@creativepercussion.com  603-235-0206
155-156   Centent Cymbals  1000 Windsor Shores Dr, Suite 10F, Columbia, SC  29223 803-261-4757  www.cententcymbalsusa.com  
157	 Breslow Drum Co  10524 W Herda Pl, Franklin WI 53132  414-426-5578  breslowdrumco@gmail.com
158	 Rochester Drum Trade   Benjamin Dodge  rochesterdrumtrade@gmail.com  716-598-2341
159	 Music Instrument Swap  8741 W Saginaw Hwy, Lansing, MI 48917 517-410-6409  info@musicinstrumentswap.com
160	 PLAYDRUMS   Iggy Campos  2686 N 45th Rd   Sandwich, IL  60548   815-325-4654  iggy100@hotmail.com
161	 Physiostorm Drumsticks   17185 Nightingale Pl, Lowell, IN  46356   219-765-3248  info@physiostorm.com
162          Kings Custom Drums    Jason Reyes  jason@sgc.church
163	 Shellshock Custom Drums  Brian Robery 172 S Oak St, Bonfield, IL  60913  847-507-4864  shellshock1@gmail.com
164-165   GEWA Digital Drums/Schlagwerk  
166	 Hit Drum Joe Marquardt Sugar Grove, IL 630-585-0069 hitdrum@aol.com www.hitdrum.com
167	 Tim O’Hara  Wheaton   IL   630-640-5721 hatrick1670@comcast.net
168	 Crash Bam Boom  Jim Glay	 rogersdr@jglay.com 	 847-870-9559
169-170   Gretsch Drums  
171	 Les DeMerle   ldmm@bellsouth.net  https://www.lesdemerle.com/
172	 AE.drums  www.AEdrums.com  Milwaukee, WI  53227  414-455-6554   CDS@AEdrums.com
173	 Music Graphics Chicago  c/o Leo Graphics Chicago, 4200 W Diversey Ave, Unit 7, Chicago, IL  60639, 630-632-6980  
		  print@musicgraphicschicago.com
174,175,176,177    WFL III Drums  10323 W 84th ter, Lenexa, KS 66214  913-274-1371   info@wfliiidrums.com
178-179  	 On The Ropes     Brian Hill
180           Custom Tank Drums   Tom Liebing   tomliebing@aol.com
 








